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Sod

New sod looks great as it transforms the dull brown/gray color of the earth into a luscious green carpet of grass.  However, this new beauty needs the most care and attention of your landscaping.  Below are necessary maintenance habits you must follow to ensure the beauty of you new lawn.

· Water, water, water. Considering the majority of your sod’s roots were cut-off at the sod farm, it needs constant water for vitality and growth!  Whether watering with a hose and sprinkler or an irrigation system, each watering cycle should thoroughly saturate the sod, slightly reaching the soil beneath.  I recommend watering at 6am, 12pm, and 5pm for these first 7-10days.  After this phase, water your lawn twice a day at 6am and 12pm for 2-3 more weeks.  By now, your lawn should be established and you can change your schedule to once a day at 10am.  If the grass blades start to get thin and discolor (drying out), you need more water.  Rain can only be substituted if it saturates the sod.

· Stay off!  Considering you are pumping a large volume of water on you lawn, the soil will likely become soft and mushy.  Unnecessary walking on the lawn for the first 4-6 weeks may cause soil depressions or gaps to form.  Patience is important while your soil settles.  Consequently, try not to schedule a barbecue or croquet tournament during this time.    
· Seams between the sod rolls will close in approximately 2-4 weeks.  If you notice gaps (1+ inches between seams), lightly walk to problem area and adjust sod to fit together.   
· Mowing should be held off as long as possible—typically two weeks from installation date.  Two weeks allows the sod to anchor some roots in the ground before someone twists and turns a lawnmower that can cause gaps and ruts.  Avoid watering your lawn for 8-24 hours before you plan to mow.  Cut the grass high, at least 3.5 inches for maximum lawn performance and beauty.  Water after you finish.  After the initial cut, mow your lawn after it grows 1/3 from its cutting height.  This may mean mowing two, possibly three-times per week and remember to keep lawnmower blades sharp!

· Fertilizer should be applied 3-5 times throughout the year.  Consider hiring a professional for ‘best’ results or stick to a proven multi-step do-it-yourself program.
· Weeds.  Unfortunately, weed seed can fly into your lawn and some may sprout.  Either pull these nuisances out or use Weed-B-Gone to control them.
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